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Please pay your 2009/2010 subscription if you haven’t yet done so - $12 to: 
FYVP, PO Box 568, Templestowe VIC 3106 

 
 

 

ACTIVITIES – all welcome 
 
WHAT TO BRING:  You will need old clothes and sturdy shoes, gardening gloves, a parka, or hat and 
sunscreen, and a water bottle. A cuppa is usually provided. You may also like to bring insect repellent.  
Tools are provided by Park staff. You don't have to stay for the entire session - even an hour of your time 
would make a valuable contribution to the Yarra Valley Park environment. 
 
 
Sunday 28 March, 10.00 am 
Riverglen / Petty’s Orchard  – maintenance of previous work. 
Homestead Road Templestowe (Mel 22 A12) – follow the signs. 
 
 
Sunday 25 April 10.00 am 
Candlebark – maintenance and planting. 
Park on O’Briens Lane (Mel 33 J2) and follow the signs. 
 
 
Sunday 23 May 10.00 am, 
Sunday 27 June 10.00 am, 
Sunday 25 July 10.00 am – details in next newsletter in early May. 
 
………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Wednesday morning plant nursery group meets every week in the Friends Shed at the Westerfolds 
Depot (Mel 33 F1) from about 9.30 am 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Committee meetings take place in the Friends’ Shed on the fourth Wednesday at 7.30 pm 
 
See  http://www.yvfriends.org.au/  for up to date details. 
 
 



Friends plant nursery helps Kinglake revegetation 
 
After the devastating fires of black Saturday there is a tremendous need for revegetation in 
Kinglake. Ranger Cam Beardsell has done botanical surveys in the area and has collected seed from 
remaining trees. Under Cam's expert eye our nursery group has raised many seedlings of 
phascogale-friendly eucalypts, and these will soon be ready to return to Kinglake. A large working 
bee will be organised for later this year to plant a corridor between two phascogale populations. 
 
Our plant nursery is also busy propagating plants for the new Mullum Mullum Park (above the 
Eastlink tunnel) and also for Greening Australia projects. 
 
New names for the Cocks Project 
 
The Wurundjeri have suggested new names as follows: 

�  the property area to be called MURUNDAKA , which means "Stay, live at", and, 
�  the new wetland to be called YARUK TAMBOORE  "Magic waterhole" 

We have started the process of making these names official. 
 
New wetland getting closer 
 
As part of the Murundaka project (Cocks project) plans for the new wetland area are well advanced 
and earthworks will begin very shortly. Our plant nursery has already grown many of the wetland 
plants and hopefully these will be planted this winter. The wetland will include a deeper section 
which will provide water for frogs and birds during the Winter and Spring seasons. The wetland 
will also act as a filter to clean up storm water runoff before the overflow runs into the Yarra River. 

 
Candlebark Park 
 
Our 2009 plantings in Candlebark 
Park (just upstream from 
Westerfolds Park) have been very 
successful. We will return there on 
Sunday 25 April for further woody 
weed removal, and, if it is moist 
enough, some more planting. See the 
front page for directions. 
 
Planting area, August 2009 
Photo: Sue Roberts 
 
 
 
Boundary changes in Yarra Valley Parklands 
Parks Victoria has changed its administrative arrangements for the Yarra Valley Parks. Now 
there are two main areas: Lower Yarra Parkland (from Fitzsimons Lane downstream to Yarra 
Bend) and Middle Yarra Parkland (from Fitzsimons Lane upstream to Warrandyte, Mullum 
Mullum and Kinglake). The effect on this Friends group will be minimal and we will continue to 
work with our current Rangers on our usual projects even though they now fall into two different 
Parks Vic areas. We look forward to increasing our contact with other Friends groups in Yarra 
Bend and Warrandyte. 



 
Morning tea after planting in Candlebark, August 2009.   Photo: Sue Roberts 

 
Securing our natural future – the government’s white paper on land and biodiversity 
 
This policy expresses laudable visions of a healthy environment, but there is no reassurance here that the 
necessary actions will be taken to make them happen. 
 
While recognising that ‘the health of Victoria’s land, water and biodiversity continues to decline’, the 
government refuses to recognise that no amount of managerial tweaking is going to change this trend if our 
population continues to grow at the present rate. Nor is it made clear that we all have to drastically reduce 
our consumption of our environmental resources. 
 
There is little hope here for an increased share of funding for the environment. Instead the necessity of 
increased contributions from the private sector and volunteers is emphasised. 
 
In the absence of more money for the environment, new policies for targeting spending make sense: 

·  Flagship areas and biolinks – The policy designates 13 ‘flagship areas’, the nearest to Melbourne 
being the Central Highlands, the Western Volcanic Plains and Western Port. It then maps ‘biolinks’ 
to improve connectivity between these areas. Flagship areas and biolinks will have funding priority. 

·  Ecosystem resilience – ‘Resilience’ seems to be the new buzz word. Resilient ecosystems are 
defined as being ‘able to respond to disturbance such as fire, disease and extreme weather without 
losing their fundamental structure and function’. The fundamental requirement for resilience is 
biodiversity. 

Unfortunately the Yarra Valley Parks are not part of a flagship area or a biolink, so they are not likely to lose 
their low priority for environmental funding. And the emphasis on resilient ecosystems explicitly devalues 
endangered species. It is acknowledged in the white paper that the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act has not 
been effective, but there is no intention to give it the teeth it needs. It seems that the species such as the 
helmeted honeyeater and our rosella spider orchid are now on their own except for their dedicated band of 
individual supporters. 
 
Regarding our stressed waterways, we were disappointed that the government did not take advantage of the 
renewal of Crown frontage licences in 2009 to impose strict requirements on licence-holders such as fencing 
out stock. But it is good to see that there is an intention to work on reforming riparian management in a 
staged process. Unfortunately it is planned to be completed by 2029 when a lot of us (and certainly this 
government) will be dead!        Graham Patterson 



 
Yarra River Weed Control Project – from Melbourne Water fact sheet 
 
From 2010 the Waterways Alliance, on behalf of Melbourne Water, is completing a $1.9 million project to 
improve the environmental health of the Yarra River between the Plenty River in Templestowe and Dights 
Falls in Abbottsford. 
 
The project involves works to control over 60 regionally significant weeds. This is intended to allow native 
vegetation such as gum trees, wattles and bottlebrush to regenerate more successfully. In time, the project 
will help improve water quality and increase local numbers of native fish, platypus and birds. 
 
Melbourne Water is aware of the need to keep adequate structure and canopy for wildlife and this was 
carefully considered during the planning for this project. To reduce habitat loss, many of the trees that are 
poisoned will be left standing. 
 
Crews will complete staged works over three years. The target weeds will be controlled using a number of 
methods – they will be cut and painted with herbicide, injected with herbicide or simply sprayed with 
herbicide. The herbicides that will be used have been carefully chosen to ensure they are appropriate for use 
along waterways. Due to the nature of the project, much of the weed spraying will be completed using a 
customised four-wheel motorbike. A small boat will also be used to access difficult to reach sections of the 
bank. The majority of the larger trees that need to be removed will be felled by hand using a chainsaw. Some 
tree removal in year two may require heavier machinery. 
 
Melbourne Water's waterway improvement, regional drainage and flood protection works are funded through 
the Waterways and Drainage Charge paid by property owners. The charge is collected by retail water 
companies such as South East Water and Yarra Valley Water on Melbourne Water's behalf. 
 
A representative from the project will attend our Friends committee meeting on March 24 to explain the 
project in more detail and answer questions. 

Graham Patterson 
 
Friends website:  http://www.yvfriends.org.au   Email:  info@yvfriends.org.au 
President:  Graham Patterson Ph. 9432 0163   Newsletter editor:  Clive Edington  
Treasurer and membership:  Gary Hartley  Ph. 9431 1489  (ah) 
 
If you would prefer to receive email notification when each newsletter is posted on our website, please email your 
request. 


